
TOOLKIT

What is a 
Street Plaza?

1 Why build a
Street Plaza?

2
THE

Plan, design and build a 
Street Plaza in your neighborhood

This guide was developed by Alder Caroline Tanbee Smith 
of Ward 9 and Atelier Cho Thompson.

Street Plazas are pedestrian-
only streets that create new 
shared spaces for activities, 
connections, and events. They 
are used in cities around the 
world. A Street Plaza can be 
temporary, such as a street that 
is closed in the summer months, 
or permanent.

Promotions &
Identity

5
Example Budget6

Fliers and 
posters can be 
printed with 
black ink on 
colored paper.

The logo can be 
stenciled onto 
posters, signs, 
and the street 
temporarily with 
spray chalk.

Street Plazas can:

new community connections by 
opening up a new shared space 
for neighbors to meet

tra�c safety by reducing speeding

local businesses by creating added 
outdoor seating and foot tra�c

SEATING

Wood picnic tables (4) $139ea $556

8′ jersey barrier (4) $214ea $856

Lime tra�c cones (10) $27ea $270

Plywood signs (2) $15ea $30

Chalk paint & stencil $14ea $42

$1754

SAFETY SIGNAGE

LIVE MUSIC

EVERY THURSDAY

5-8PM

LAWRENCE

FREE YOGA EVERY TUESDAY 6-7PM

LAWRENCE

MINI BOOK FAIR
SAT SEPT 7

12-3PM

LAWRENCE

Materials 3
After identifying your plaza site and ge�ing 
your city’s approval, you will need a combination 
of items from the 3 categories below.

Seating is a key element of a plaza. 
This can be as simple as benches 
made from stacked railroad ties to 
more traditional options like picnic 
tables or cafe seating. 

If your plaza will occupy a portion of 
a street, it must be safely closed o� 
to tra�c. Choose barricades with 
bright, highly-visible colors. Jersey 
barriers can double as benches.

Identifying your plaza is another 
key element of placemaking. Use 
inexpensive, easily-removeable and 
reusable materials like plywood 
signs and stencils with spray chalk.

SEATING

SAFETY

SIGNAGE

Picnic tablePlatform Cafe set

Jersey barrier

Plywood signChalk paint Stencil

Tra�c conesBarricade

IMPROVE

CREATE

SUPPORT

Programming 4

Even without any events, a free public 
gathering space is a welcome addition 
to any city. If you decide to further 
activate your space with programming, 
here are a few ideas.

SALSA
NIGHT

FREE
YOGA

VENDOR
FAIR

FOOD
TRUCK

PING
PONG

LIVE
MUSIC

BIKE
CLINIC

GAME
NIGHT

CHALK
ART

SKATE
NIGHT

ZINE
FAIR

OPEN
MIC

MOVIE
NIGHT

LAWN
GAMES

JAZZ
NIGHT

ART
MARKET
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