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DESCRIPTION / COURSE THESIS
Course Description 
The purpose of this class is to use data to tell stories that will enable social change. The need to read, evaluate, 
and digest data is more important than ever, in order that complicated challenges, such as inequality, sustain-
ability, and climate change, can be discussed and addressed in meaningful and intelligent ways. Students will 
employ effective methods to present data by following and evaluating case studies of inequality, sustainabil-
ity, or climate change in the media. They will also explore methods to research, clean, and analyze data using 
creative methods and media to develop data storytelling. Students will set goals, define audiences, and use 
qualitative and quantitative representation of data. Each student will expand the skills learned in the course 
to create a final presentation of his/her data-driven project that focuses on social injustice, sustainability, or 
climate change.

COURSE OUTCOMES
• Learn techniques for identifying a story in datasets.
• Communicate a point of view to persuade demographic audiences.
• Build a basic set of data analysis skills.
• Tell data-driven narratives with digital and non-digital tools.
• Connect data to social issues.
• Measure the effectiveness of data-driven narratives through presentation and critiques.

WHAT YOU NEED FOR THIS COURSE
Software: Microsoft Excel
Software: JuliusAI
Data Wrapper: https://www.datawrapper.de/
Media Cloud: https://www.mediacloud.org/
JOURNALIST STUDIO: https://journaliststudio.google.com/,  
https://journaliststudio.google.com/pinpoint/collections
Open Refine : https://github.com/OpenRefine

UNITS
UNIT 1  What is Big Data, Creating Data Tables and  

Knowle dge Charts
UNIT 2. Persuasive Infographics
UNIT 3. Visualizing Data for Human-centric Problem Solving
UNIT 4. Creating Participation with Data

ASSIGNMENTS
CLASS BLOG
 UNIT 1 POST
 UNIT 2 POST
 UNIT 3 POST
 UNIT 4 POST
 FINAL PROJECT FOCUS
 FINAL PROJECT METHODOLOGY
 FINAL PROJECT Social Impact
 FINAL PROJECT MILESTONE 1
UNIT 1
UNIT 2
UNIT 3
UNIT 4
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tactialtech.org
visualisingadvocacy.org

A good campaign is like a good joke. A joke’s effectiveness 

relies on the use of the right words, good timing, convincing 

delivery and a strong punch-line delivered to the right person 

in the right way. When visualising information for advocacy 

these are the factors we need to consider. In this guide we 

explore how to influence issues using the right combination of 

information, design, technologies and networks. Through over 

60 examples of visual information campaigns from around the 

world we show how they capture attention, present stories and 

take us on journeys through data.

This guide has been developed by Tactical Tech out of our experience over 
the past ten years working to help campaigners and activists around the 
world to use information, visual representation and digital technologies 
in their work. It reflects what we have learned about working with 
information, technology, design and networks in advocacy. 

The ideas in this book have been developed through nearly 50 workshops 
we have led for activists, journalists and advocates campaigning on issues 
as diverse as corruption and transparency, pro-democracy, land-grabbing, 
toxic waste, water scarcity, migration, maternal and child health, forced 
labour, violence against women, gender and sexuality rights, indigenous 
people's rights, child rights and anti-torture. These workshops have taken 
us to many countries to work with activists, including Albania, Bosnia, 
Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Egypt, Germany, Hungary, India, Italy, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Lithuania, Myanmar, the Philippines, Poland, 
Serbia, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, Tunisia,Turkey, Ukraine, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and Zimbabwe,

We are indebted to our vast global network of friends, supporters and 
collaborators for giving us the opportunity to learn from them and it is to 
them that this work is dedicated.

{

Get in touch at: visualisingadvocacy@tacticaltech.org

We provide design and consultancy
services for visual advocacy.

If you would like to work with us on your campaign,
please get in touch: info@tactical studios.org

Look out for our new site: tacitalstudios.org
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FINAL PROJECT MILESTONE 1
FINAL PROJECT MILESTONE 2
FINAL PROJECT MILESTONE 3
FINAL PROJECT MILESTONE 4
FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATION

ONGOING COURSE PROJECTS:
SEMESTER BLOG ASSIGNMENT:  Semester blog on class readings and data narratives presented in various 

media.
FINAL PROJECT: Individual Final Project: Focus on Social Injustice, Sustainability, or Climate Change
The final project will use the skills developed in the semester. This project should be built on civic datasets to 
analyze and synthesize these datasets into a data story presentation. These projects should focus on social 
injustice, sustainability, or climate change. Students present their final project in class as their final exam and 
submit a printed booklet that records the steps of their exploration and creation of this project with reflections 
on the methods, goals, and results of the project.
For your final project, you need to gather, analyze, and summarize various datasets (from sources such as 
research or surveys) for a data-driven presentation. Your project must include the following components:
1. Social Justice or Climate Change Focus:
•  Ensure your project connects strongly with social justice or climate change data, emphasizing data for the 

public good.
2. Data Story Presentation:
•  Present your data story in a compelling and creative manner, targeting a clear and well-defined audience 

with specific goals.
3. Methodology Blog Post:
•  Write an approximately 500-word blog post detailing how you found, cleaned, analyzed, and synthesized 

your data into a story. Include links to the cleaned datasets you created online.
4. Impact Blog Post:
•  Write a 500-word blog post that covers:
 •  Goals explaining the purpose of your data story.
 •  A clearly defined audience for your data story.
 •  A summary of semi-structured interviews or pre- and post-surveys conducted with a sample of your 

intended audience to gauge their reactions.
5. Project Presentation:
•  Deliver a 5-minute presentation of your project. If you create slides, post them on the blog as well.
Examples of Final Project Ideas 
To give you an idea of the acceptable scope and variety, here are some potential final projects:
•  Long-form Journalism Article: Write a data-driven story accompanied by clear visuals to explain a complex 

issue to a general audience.
•  Physical Sculpture: Create an artistic sculpture that reinterprets data to draw attention and interest from 

passers-by. You can build this or use the 3D printer in the library.
•  Interactive, Board or Card Game: Develop a game that guides users through data, eliciting an emotional 

response and a call to action regarding the issue.
•  Quiz: Create an online web quiz with interactive responses to teach the viewers about the topic.
•  Community Collaboration: Partner with a community group to analyze their data and create visuals that effec-

tively communicate their story to funders and the broader community.
•  Comparative Study: Conduct a study comparing how people perceive and interact with different data presen-

tations.
These are just a few directions you could explore. This course encourages creative new techniques for telling 
compelling data-driven stories and will showcase a variety of examples to inspire innovative ideas. Use these 
examples as inspiration, not limitations.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
Grading Scale: A = 93–100%, A- = 90–92%, B+ = 87–89%, and so on

CLASSROOM POLICIES
IMPORTANT: A classroom is a place where your potential can be realized. It is important that we all act with and 
show respect for each other, the classroom, and the technology. CCSU policy and the professors’ instructions 
are to be followed at all times. Students must conduct themselves in a responsible manner, both academically 
and socially. Be courteous and respectful when a classmate is speaking with your full attention. The use of 
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ASSIGNMENT PROMPT FOR DATA NARRATIVES  
INFORGRAPHICS FROM OPEN SOURCE DATA SETS 


