
Founded in 1898, Principia is a tiny liberal arts college nestled in the 

woods high above the Mississippi River in Elsah, Illinois. Its less than  

500 students live and learn on-campus, in-person, within a historic  

Tudor-style village designed by renowned architect Bernard Maybeck.



This community-focused infrastructure is central to the character 

development Principia values as much as its academics. 



Our task: capture the college’s distinct environment, distill it  

elegantly, and deliver it to new audiences that had no idea it exists.



A century’s worth of source material 

has been collected and archived in 

the campus library. We spent weeks 

poring over the original architectural 

renderings, photography, publications 

and apparel.

Inspiration



This signet ring, given to members of the  

Girls’ Athletic Association board in 1934, 

captured our attention instantaneously.  

At once playful and historic, nostalgic and 

vital, it struck the perfect balance between 

the College’s past and its boundless potential. 

Logo Mark





Based on the original pastel renders by campus architect Bernard Maybeck, we created  

a sans-serif version of the historic wordmark that was at once familiar and refreshingly modern.  

With the same big bowls and kicky R, the new Principia College retained its most charming 

characteristics while adding substance, style, and practicality.

Wordmark



Logo Suite
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Business & Computer Science

Academic Centers

In addition to the College and Athletics brands, each of 

the College’s five Academic Centers needed a distinct 

subrand that fit within the new visual identtiy system. 

Illustrations inspired by each field of study were used  

to craft custom crests for each Center.  
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Collateral



Create things that have never existed; find 

new ways to express the complexity of the 

human experience; revel in the beauty and 

poignancy of movement, language, music, 

and the visual world.

What you can study:

Music  |  Music Studies  |  Performing Arts  |  Visual Art

Center for the Arts:

Immerse yourself in hands-on learning 

experiences like our award-winning 

Solar Car program, campus solar array, 

apiculture, aquaponics, permaculture, land 

stewardship, and community development.

Center for Sustainabili
, 
Ecolo	, & Chemistry:

Explore the cross-cultural power of narrative, 

storytelling, and meaning in the human 

experience by connecting the wisdom of history, 

religious studies, and creative expression.

Center for Narrative, 
Meaning, & Media:

Sharpen your cross-disciplinary learning, 

thinking, and communication skills as 

you prepare to make a meaningful, 

lifelong impact on your community, 

your nation, and the world.

Center for Civic 
& Global Engagement:

What you can study:

Chemistry  |  Ecology  |  Ecosystem Management  |  Sustainability 

What you can study:

Computer Science  |  Mathematics  |  Business Administration

What you can study:

Economics  |  Educational Studies  |  Global Studies
Philosophy  |  Political Science
 

What you can study:

Creative Writing  |  Digital Media and Journalism
History  |  Religious Studies

Examine the rapidly evolving intersection 

of business, artificial intelligence, data 

science, and math. Hone your quantitative 

skills, develop your talent for innovation, and 

cultivate an agile, entrepreneurial mindset. 

Center for Business 
& Computer Science:Our �elds of study are housed in �ve Academic Centers 

that become the hub of your academic and social life.

Here you’ll learn to think critically, creatively, and collaboratively, preparing you to be a leader 

in your chosen field and an agent of positive change in the world.
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Find Your Center
A center isn’t just a place, dedicated to a certain pursuit. 

Your center is also an emotional and spiritual equilibrium; a gravitational mean 
that keeps you grounded, steady, and true to yourself. At Principia College, 

your center is the core from which your infinite capability radiates.

At Principia, we recognize every student 
is infinitely capable and divinely whole.

Principia College’s academic unit strives to create a collaborative 
and inclusive academic communi� where everyone feels 

a sense of belonging and sees each other as in�nitely capable 
and divinely whole. Our rigorous globally-focused curriculum 
and character-based approach honors diverse perspectives 

and develops creative problem solvers who use their academic 
skills to bene�t their communities and the world.

principiacollege.edu
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CREST

The Crest is a modern encapsulation of the story of the 
Principia College campus told through fine line work 
that brings in Maybeck’s architectural design elements 
and references to nature. It’s use should be carefully 
considered and only when it can be displayed large 
enough to where the line work doesn’t get too faint.   

USAGE GUIDELINES

The Crest is intended to be used for applications that  
are 6” or larger in print and 500px or larger on-screen. 
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Academic Centers
CO-BRANDING

When full Center crests are used, they 
should be paired with the Principia College 
wordmark. This is the only acceptable 
scenario where the Principia College 
wordmark can be used without the shield 
and P. In simpler scenarios where a Center 
and the college needs to be locked up 
together, use the below lockup as a guide. 

CO-BRANDED LOCKUPS
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Shield
The Shield provides a practical, well-balanced containment 
device for the Principia “P.” Additionally, its shape represents 
tradition and accomplishment akin to a school or family crest. 

* Note: for external usage, the Shield should not be used 
without the Wordmark until adequate equity is built with 
our external audience(s). There may be some instances 
where the Shield alone is acceptable/required, but please 
contact the marketing team for approval. 
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Lockups

Office of Admissions 1.5x the height of the wordmark

LOCKUP CONSTRUCTION

Below are the elements needed to construct a 
department lockup.

Primary Logo

Escalator Semibold
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Photography
ARCHITECTURE/CAMPUS

The Principia College campus is an amazing asset. Greatness happens  
here every day and visitors tend to stick around. Let’s showcase it in the best 
light (literally) by capturing photography at the most dramatic time of day. 
Avoid shooting photography at or near high noon or on overcast days. 

At once historic and current, nostalgic and vital,  
Principia’s brand identity reflects this distinct 
atmosphere and embodies its character.

Anyone who has set foot on Principia College’s remarkable campus knows:  
Here atop the bluffs, nestled in the woods, is a village that feels of another time and place.
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Logo Variations
WHEAT SHIELD

The Wheat Shield is the least detailed variation and is 
intended to be used where the fine line work of the Crest 
and Seal is not able to be reproduced. The Wheat Shield is 
perfect for applications such as embroidery or a patch.

USAGE GUIDELINES

The Wheat Shield is intended to be used for  
applications that are 1.5” or larger in print and  
150px or larger on-screen. 
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TYPEFACE

Inspired by the art movements of the late 19th century, Eros was chosen for 
its organic beauty and elegance, which pairs perfectly with the brand system 
outlined in this document. Escalator, a geometric sans serif, was chosen for 
its high functionality and ability to pair well with the new Principia College 
wordmark. Samples of both are below along with preferred weight usage. 

Typography

Eros
Light & Regular

a b c d e f g h i j k l m 
n o p q r s t u v w x y z 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 
> ! @ $ % & ? ” ; : 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 
> ! @ $ % & ? ” ; : 

This ¨peface is to be used for titles and 
headlines and in title or sentence case only.

Escalator
Full family of is available. Weights to be determined by layout/hierarchy. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 

> ! @ $ % & ? ” ; : 

a b c d e f g h i j k l m 

n o p q r s t u v w x y z 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 

> ! @ $ % & ? ” ; : 

This typeface is to be used for 

subheads, paragraphs, CTAs and captions. 
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Primary Logo
The Primary Logo brings all elements together to form the single most 
accessible piece of the Principia College brand. 

USAGE GUIDELINES

The Primary Logo is intended to be the college’s default logo and should be 
used on most collateral. In applications that meet certain size requirements  
(see Logo Variations section) it is acceptable to use the Crest, Seal or Wheat 
Shield in its place to keep the brand fresh and full of character. 

*Note the specific Wordmark used for each lockup.
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Creative Samples

Tote Bag Podium Sign Social Profile Pic

Embroidery

Business Card

Favicon

Office of Marketing and Communications

Steve John
Director of Marketing and Communications

(314) 809-1344

steve.john@principia.edu

principiacollege.edu

T-Shirt
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Full-Color Panther Shield

The panther bust in a shield can be used as a standalone design 
element or with the approved “Principia Panthers” wordmarks. 
In most cases, the full-color version should be used.  

Panther Bust
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Office of Admissions Office of Admissions Office of Admissions
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Office of Admissions Office of Admissions Office of Admissions

Lockups
ORIENTATION

Department and organizations looking to create their own 
identity should stick withing the following parameters.
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Color
Principia Blue, Gold and Cream are central to the Principia 
brand. They should dominate most layouts, but when 
additional color is needed to distinguish between ideas 
and content, leverage the Secondary palette. Additionally,  
a custom color palette has been developed for the 
Academic Centers. More usage guidelines for those  
can be found here. 

PRIMARY

SECONDARY

CENTERS

PRINCIPIA BLUE
PMS: 295C

CMYK: 100 / 85 / 36 / 38

RGB: 16 / 43 / 81

HEX: #102b51

PMS: 624C

CMYK: 62 / 32 / 48 / 6

RGB: 104 / 140 / 131

HEX: #688c83

PMS: 491C

CMYK: 35 / 95 / 80 / 51

RGB: 100 / 22 / 29

HEX: #64161d

PMS: 315C

CMYK: 91 / 50 / 37 / 12

RGB: 9 / 103 / 127

HEX: #09677f

PMS: 3035C

CMYK: 93 / 65 / 42 / 26

RGB: 24 / 75 / 100

HEX: #184b64

PMS: 159C

CMYK: 24 / 79 / 91 / 14

RGB: 171 / 78 / 48

HEX: #ab4e30

PMS: 7511C

CMYK: 32 / 60 / 100 / 19

RGB: 154 / 100 / 29

HEX: #99631c

PMS: 3305C

CMYK: 87 / 55 / 61 / 46

RGB: 26 / 67 / 67

HEX: #1a4343

PMS: 580C

CMYK: 19 / 3 / 39 / 0

RGB: 209 / 223 / 172

HEX: #d1dfac

PRINCIPIA GOLD
PMS: 7407C

CMYK: 22 / 41 / 75 / 2

RGB: 197 / 149 / 88

HEX: #c59558

PRINCIPIA CREAM
PMS: 3935C (15% Tint)

CMYK: .5 / .5 / 11 / 0

RGB: 255 / 251 / 228

HEX: #fffbe4
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Primary Logo
CLEAR SPACE

A minimum clear space based on the height of the 
wordmark should always be reserved to provide space for 
the primary logo to breathe and be visible.
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The Academic Centers have their own distinctive yet 
complementary brand system, reflective of Principia’s 
unique approach to educating the whole person. 
Intricate, ornate, and deeply thoughtful, each Center 
boasts a unique crest representing relevant fields of 
study, as well as iconic aspects of campus.
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Full-Body Panther Logo
Stacked Lock Ups

When the stacked wordmark is used, any version of the panther 
in a shield can be used above it. When a full-color version is not 
possible, the below one-color versions should be used.
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Primary Logo

Office of Admissions

Visitor Information

DOS / DON’TS

These guidelines are intended to create consistency and equity in the 
Principia College brand. Straying from them prevents that from happening 
and causes confusion in the marketplace. Below are just a few ways we as  
marketers can ensure a strong brand presence moving forward. 
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Academic Centers
SCALING

Simplified crests have been designed for when space 
is limited, including a typographic lockup, intended 
to be used on business cards or in email signatures. 

Brand Guidelines



Website





Swag



Social Media



Campus Events



Principia’s foundation in Christian Science recognizes every student as both infinitely 

capable and divinely whole.

Its Academic Centers aren’t just places dedicated to certain studies. A student’s Center also 

represents an intellectual, emotional and spiritual equilibrium. An anchor keeping students 

grounded, curious, and safe to explore freely.

At Principia College, your center is the core from which your infinite capability radiates.

“Centered & Radiant” Campaign

When You’re Centered, You’re Radiant



OOH & Paid Social



DTV & Pre-Roll


