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A CAMPAIGN  FOR 
OUR SECOND CENTURY
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A CAMPAIGN  FOR 
OUR SECOND CENTURY

A CAMPAIGN  FOR  
OUR SECOND CENTURY

It’s a LOVE story.
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IT BEGAN WITH
Dotha Bushnell Hillyer,  

who adored her father, the  
Reverend Horace Bushnell,  

and sought to honor  
his memory. 

Her dad was a 19th-century visionary 
who saw the world not just as it was, 
but as it could be. He loved Hartford, 
and Dotha ... she loved her dad.

Dotha 
dreamed 
big. In the 1920s, she combined 

her love for her father, passion 
for Hartford, and some fierce 
determination, and built a 
performance hall unlike any other. 
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The Bushnell was a venue designed 
for world-class performances, 
but Dotha conceived something 
grander: a place where citizens could 
come together for entertainment, 
education, and inspiration. Here, 
imaginations could run wild, ideas 
could flourish, and spirits could soar.

When we opened our doors in 1930, 
we weren’t just another theater. 
We were Dotha’s way of making her 
father’s values come alive—building 
something that would truly belong  
to Hartford and its people. And 
nearly 100 years later, we’re still 
doing just that.
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MILLIONS (including you) 
have walked through our doors, 
celebrated milestones, laughed, 
cried, cheered, and maybe even 
been moved in unexpected ways. 
Thousands of students have been 
inspired by our programs—whether 
they’ve seen a show in our theaters, 
met us in their classrooms, or 
discovered something new about 
themselves through our work in  
the community. 
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We like to think we’ve  
made Dotha PROUD.
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For nearly a century, The Bushnell 
has been more than a stage—it’s 
been a driving force in shaping 
Hartford’s cultural landscape.  
Since our founding in 1930, we  
have evolved from a visionary dream 
into one of the nation’s leading 
performing arts centers, continually 
expanding our impact, innovating 
and evolving our programming, 
and strengthening our role as a 
cornerstone of the community.

And … as much as we 
love looking back, 

we’re even 
more excited 
about what’s 
ahead.
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As we approach our 100th 
anniversary in 2030, we’re not just 
celebrating our history—we’re 
building our future. Our mission has 
endured because we have always 
adapted to meet the moment, from 
launching the PARTNERS® arts-
in-education program in 1993, to 
expanding our campus and becoming 
a Performing Arts Center with 
the Belding Theater, to producing 
groundbreaking theatrical works that 
have reached Broadway and beyond. 
We’ve faced challenges, navigated 
crises, and emerged stronger every 
time. Now, we’re taking the next bold 
step to ensure that The Bushnell 
remains a transformative, cultural 
force for generations to come.

To do that, we’re launching 
Tomorrow Together—a $45 million 
campaign designed to:

•  Inspire the next generation 
Expanding arts education and 
content creation to reach more 
students and emerging artists.

•  Ignite artistic innovation 
Supporting the development of 
bold, original works that shape  
the future of theater.

•  Fuel neighborhood growth 
Ensuring the continued 
development and vitality of our 
Bushnell South neighborhood, 
creating a vibrant, welcoming 
district that enhances the 
experience of our patrons and 
strengthens our community.

•  Preserve and transform  
our campus 
Modernizing our facilities to better 
serve audiences and artists alike.

•  Secure our future 
Strengthening our endowment  
to ensure the permanence of  
our mission.

A century ago, A WOMAN WITH A VISION 
built something extraordinary— 
something that has endured because  
of strong leadership, unwavering 
community support, and a commitment  
to staying relevant. 

NOW, IT’S OUR TURN. With your help, we’ll 
make sure The Bushnell is not just here 
for the next hundred years, but thriving, 
evolving, leading, and inspiring.

Join us, and let’s write the next 
chapter–tog ether.
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Inspire the next generation
CULTIVATING EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNITY EXPERIENCES 

The arts aren’t just about beautiful 
performances—they’re about igniting 
creativity, expanding minds, and giving 
students and teachers the tools to see 
the world differently. For more than 
30 years, The Bushnell has been doing 
just that through our nationally award-
winning PARTNERS® program, which has 
helped educators integrate the arts into 
core curriculum, making learning more 
engaging and accessible for thousands 
of students. We’ve also brought music 
and technology into classrooms through 
MusiQuest, which had a profound impact 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring 
students stayed connected to the arts 
when they needed it most.

Now, we’re ready to build on this 
foundation. Through programs like the 
Ensign-Darling Vocal Fellowship/New 
Voices, the Noah Webster Jazzicians, 
and our partnership with Hartford’s Got 
Talent, we have long supported young 
artists as they grow and refine their craft. 
With your support, we will expand these 
efforts—bringing more teaching artists 
into classrooms, increasing access to arts 
education, creating new opportunities 
for aspiring performers, and forging new 
community partnerships. Together, we 
will continue to inspire, educate, and 
develop creative talent.

TOMORROW TOGETHER

INVESTING IN 
TRANSFORMATION
Big ideas don’t just shape the future  
—they help pay for it. That’s why  
$10 million of this campaign is dedicated 
to investing in transformational ideas, 
fueling bold initiatives in education, 
content development, and real estate. 
This isn’t just about creating inspiring 
programs for students, producing 
groundbreaking new works, or 
strengthening our role in an imagined 
dynamic arts and entertainment district 
—it’s about generating new revenue 
streams that ensure The Bushnell’s long-
term success. We’ve done this before, 
and we’ve done it well. Investments in 
initiatives like PARTNERS®, the iQuilt 
Partnership, and Broadway shows like  
An American in Paris didn’t just expand 
our impact—they made us stronger. Now, 
we’re ready to do it again, building on 
that legacy of smart, strategic growth to 
secure our future.

This investment isn’t just about the 
present—it’s about shaping the future. 
We’re excited to focus on three key areas: 
Inspiring the Next Generation through 
arts education and emerging artist 
programs; Igniting Artistic Innovation 
to develop bold new works that will 
define the future of theater; and Fueling 
Neighborhood Growth as we work to 
imagine and create Hartford’s vibrant arts 
district. Each of these areas is part of 
our bigger vision and will help us build a 
lasting impact for generations to come.
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The Bushnell has always been more 
than just a venue—it’s been part of the 
fabric of our community, helping shape 
the culture of Greater Hartford. Now, 
we’re setting our sights on transforming 
our corner of Hartford into a thriving 
arts and entertainment district that will 
attract people from all over. Imagine a 
neighborhood brimming with creativity, 
where the arts, culture, and commerce 
come together to create something  
truly special.

From our earliest days, we have 
understood the power of cultural 
institutions to shape and strengthen the 

Produced by Elephant Eye 
Theatrical, An American in 
Paris and The Addams Family  
were both nominated for 
multiple Tony awards.

communities around them. In 2008, we 
took that vision a step further, leading the 
effort that became the iQuilt Plan—an 
ambitious initiative designed to connect 
public spaces, drive economic growth, 
and revitalize downtown Hartford. 
What began at The Bushnell has since 
grown into the iQuilt Partnership, an 
independent nonprofit now advancing 
that citywide work. As we look to the 
future, our focus remains right here in 
Bushnell South, where we continue to 
champion creative placemaking, foster 
collaboration, and imagine a vibrant, 
thriving arts district that reflects the 
energy and culture of our community.

Art has always had the power to 
bring people together. Whether it’s a 
shared laugh, a moving melody, or an 
unforgettable story, the arts connect us 
in ways nothing else can. Dotha Hillyer 
understood this from the start, which is 
why we’ve made it our mission to be a 
place where creativity can flourish in all 
its forms.

With your support, we’ll keep pushing 
the boundaries of what’s possible. We’re 
eager to collaborate with artists from 
our region and beyond to create new, 
immersive, and bold works that reflect 
our community’s rich diversity. Our  
track record speaks for itself—from  
co-producing the internationally 
acclaimed play, The Overcoat, in 2005, to 
expanding our role as a founding partner 
and lead producer through Elephant Eye 
Theatrical and Five Cent Productions, 
we’ve brought original works to life on 

Broadway and supported new voices in 
theater. We’ve also made a significant 
impact on the region’s arts scene  
through our Local Arts Stage, providing 
a much-needed platform for emerging 
artists and helping them connect with 
audiences in meaningful ways. Whether 
through live performances, digital 
creations, or hybrid experiences, we  
want to continue to foster innovation  
and provide the space for risk-taking  
and experimentation.

We’re also committed to using the 
power of theater to educate and inspire, 
as we did with Warriors Don’t Cry, 
blending storytelling with history to 
spark conversations in classrooms 
and beyond. And when those projects 
succeed? We’ll make sure they’re part 
of our programming and shared with a 
wider audience. The arts should never be 
stagnant, and with your help, neither will we.

Ignite artistic innovation
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMMING AND CONTENT CREATION

Fuel neighborhood growth
HARTFORD ARTS DISTRICT 

TOMORROW TOGETHER
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The Bushnell is a cultural treasure— 
a place where history and modernity 
come together in perfect harmony. 
Over a quarter of a million people visit 
our historic campus every year, and 
to continue serving our community’s 
evolving needs, we’ve made it a priority 
to adapt and improve our building time 
and time again. From the theatrical 
renovations that enabled us to host 
blockbuster productions like The 
Phantom of the Opera and Miss Saigon 
to the creation of the Belding Theater 
in 2001, our commitment to growth has 
always been clear.

Preserve and transform  
our campus
PHYSICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENTS

We’ve also kept pace with technological 
advancements, including Wi-Fi 
upgrades to meet the needs of both our 
productions and patrons. These upgrades 
have allowed us to stay relevant, 
ensuring that we can deliver world-
class performances while preserving the 
charm and character of our space. With 
your support, we’ll continue to enhance 
our campus with crucial updates like 
stage improvements, sound systems, 
energy-efficient lighting, and more. Our 
commitment to accessibility remains 
strong, ensuring that all patrons feel 
welcome and comfortable. The Bushnell’s 
history is worth preserving, and with 
your help, we’ll continue evolving to 
meet the needs of the community for 
generations to come. 

TOMORROW TOGETHER

Throughout its rich history, The Bushnell 
has faced formidable challenges, 
including the urban flight of the 1960s 
and 70s, the terrorist attacks of 2001, 
the financial turbulence of the Great 
Recession, and the 18-month closure 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, 
each time, we have emerged not only 
intact, but stronger—resilient in our 
commitment to serve the community. 
From its earliest days, visionary 
leadership has steered us through 
these moments, beginning with Dotha 
Hillyer. Her first gift to our endowment, 
made when she built the Hall, laid the 
cornerstone for our enduring success. 
This leadership, driven by bold thinking 
and unwavering resolve, alongside the 
strength of our endowment, has been 
crucial in helping us navigate each storm.

Yet, we know that the future requires 
more. A healthy endowment is not just 
a financial cushion—it is the key to 
securing the permanence of our mission 
for generations to come. By growing our 
endowment, we are building a legacy of 
sustainability, ensuring that we are not 
swayed by external forces. This path 
will also give us the flexibility to pursue 
growth, embrace new opportunities, and 
fulfill our mission with ever-expanding 
reach. Your support of the endowment 
is more than a contribution. It is a 
transformative investment in the legacy 
of our work, ensuring that our ability 
to enrich and inspire the community 
endures for generations.

Secure our future
FINANCIAL STABILITY AND FISCAL AGILITY

The Bushnell 
has always 
been more 
than just a 
place to see  
a show. 

The Bushnell is a beloved part of 
Hartford, built on the belief that 
the arts have the power to bring 
us all together. From its origins as 
the manifestation of one visionary 
woman’s love in memory of her 
father, The Bushnell has grown 
into a hub of creativity, community, 
and connection for the people of 
Connecticut and beyond.
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Your support will create real 
change—a theater that grows  
with its community, programs 
that inspire and educate the next 
generation, and a Hartford that 
thrives as a vibrant arts hub.  
This is about building something 
lasting, something extraordinary,  
and something we’ll do together. 

But here’s the thing: 
we can’t do it without  
you.

NOW, AS WE LOOK TOWARD  
MANY TOMORROWS, WE’RE  

AIMING EVEN HIGHER. 

We’re not just talking about creating 
a more vibrant Bushnell, we’re 

talking about investing together in 
our collective future. From inspiring 

the next generation through 
education, to igniting bold artistic 

expression, to honoring and evolving 
our campus for today and tomorrow, 
we’re working to make The Bushnell 

a thriving hub that brings our 
community together, fuels growth, 

and strengthens our financial 
foundation. Together, we can  

ensure that The Bushnell  
remains a place of creativity, 
connection, and opportunity  

for generations to come.

TOMORROW TOGETHER
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WHERE LEARNING 
MEETS IMAGINATION
•  $2 million investment to 

transform and scale arts 
education for the future.

•  $6 million investment in 
endowment to help bridge 
the gap each year.

•  Content creation that 
connects to curriculum, 
with stories like Warriors 
Don’t Cry, the Tuskegee 
Airmen, and Anne Frank.

•  Virtual Mentor technology 
that brings creativity 
and critical thinking into 
classrooms.

•  Deep partnership with 
educators, ensuring 
programs meet real student 
and teacher needs.

•  Arts access for all,  
inspiring the next  
generation of learners, 
creators, and citizens.

At The Bushnell, we listen first and 
innovate second. Every meaningful 
program we’ve built began with a 
CONVERSATION and a COMMITMENT 
to meeting students and educators 
where they are. 

The Bushnell has been a leader  

in arts-in-education for more than  

30 years—not just offering programs, 

but building them in partnership 

with the educators and communities 

we serve. From PARTNERS® to 

MusiQuest, we’ve helped teachers 

bring creativity and storytelling into 

classrooms in ways that inspire, 

engage, and transform student learning.

Now, we’re investing $2 million  

to take that work to the next level—

developing bold, scalable programs 

that combine content creation, 

educational technology, and 

performance. Projects like Warriors 

Don’t Cry have proven how powerful 

this model can be, and new  

works exploring the stories of the 

Tuskegee Airmen and Anne Frank 

will connect even more deeply to 

core curriculum in history, language 

arts, and social studies.

With tools like our Virtual Mentor 

platform and a focus on creative 

learning beyond the stage, we’re 

designing experiences that meet 

students where they are—and 

prepare them for what’s ahead. 

This investment allows us to try 

new things, expand our reach, and 

continue serving as a national leader 

in arts-integrated education.

Inspire the next 

generation
$2 MILLION in STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

$6 MILLION in ENDOWMENT
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In partnership with this investment 

in innovation, this campaign 

includes an additional $6 million for 

endowment which will permanently 

fund education programs, ensuring 

their sustainability. This $6 million, 

combined with the $19 million in 

unrestricted endowment funds, will 

add $25 million to The Bushnell’s 

endowment, enabling us to act 

boldly, knowing that our future is 

firmly rooted and sustainable.

THE INVESTMENT  

THAT FUELS GROWTH

Each dollar invested in The Bushnell’s 

education work unlocks a multiplier 

effect; it expands statewide programs, 

powers new digital learning tools, 

and brings more students into 

our theaters—and into lifelong 

relationships with the arts. The 

revenue, audiences, and community 

partnerships that grow out of these 

programs feed back into The 

Bushnell, creating a self-sustaining 

cycle of creativity, access, and future 

philanthropy that will carry us well 

into our next hundred years.

TOMORROW TOGETHER

$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 

  » $2M Inspire the next generation 

    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 

   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 

  » $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 

   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

BUILDING STRENGTH FOR THE NEXT CENTURY
A total of $25 million to grow our endowment, ensuring long-term  
financial sustainability.

•  $6 million dedicated to education, 
closing funding gaps and 
expanding access for students.

•  $19 million for operations, 
supporting innovation, growth,  
and organizational resilience.

The Bushnell’s endowment is our 

perpetual engine: it generates 

reliable, flexible income that 

lets us program boldly, weather 

economic shifts, and move quickly 

on new ideas. To keep that engine 

strong, we’re adding $19 million 

in unrestricted endowment—the 

cornerstone of this campaign. This 

isn’t just about preserving a theater. 

It’s about ensuring The Bushnell 

remains a place of possibility, 

creativity, and connection 

for generations to come. This 

unrestricted fund works in concert 

with two other campaign priorities:

•  $6 million in education-restricted 

endowment ensures our statewide 

learning programs can expand 

without drawing on annual 

operating funds.

•  $10 million for “Preserve and 

transform our campus” tackles 

roofs, HVAC, and other time-

sensitive capital projects now, 

so future endowment earnings 

stay focused on mission, not 

maintenance.

Ensuring  
The Bushnell’s  

future–for  

generations to come

$19 MILLION
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Together, these three investments 

build a self-sustaining financial 

model: the campus is sound, 

our signature education work is 

permanently funded, and the 

unrestricted endowment provides 

the breathing room to innovate,  

grow impact, and lead well into  

our next century.

THE INVESTMENT  

THAT FUELS GROWTH

Think of this $19 million—in 

conjunction with The Bushnell’s 

current endowment—as a forever 

battery. The principal sits tight while 

its earnings flow—season after 

season—straight into the ideas, 

artists, and initiatives that move us 

forward. It’s the financial bedrock 

that lets us say “yes” to innovation, 

pivot when opportunity knocks, and 

keep our promise to deliver world-

class experiences well past our 

100th birthday.

TOMORROW TOGETHER

$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 

   $2M Inspire the next generation 

    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 

   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 

   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 

  » $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

STORYTELLING  
INITIATIVES
Produced by Elephant Eye  
Theatrical, An American in Paris 
and The Addams Family were both 
nominated for multiple Tony awards.

At The Bushnell, innovation 
isn’t an add-on—it’s how we 
lead. We CREATE new work, 
EXPERIMENT with new forms, 
and INVEST in the kind of  
bold storytelling that keeps 
theater evolving.

A LEGACY OF PRODUCTION,  

A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITY

At The Bushnell, we don’t just 

present performances—we create 

them. For years, we’ve been a 

driving force in content development, 

bringing new works to life and 

shaping the future of theater. From 

co-producing the internationally 

acclaimed The Overcoat to investing 

in Broadway productions like 

An American in Paris and The 

Addams Family through Elephant 

Eye Theatrical and Five Cent 

Productions, we’ve established 

ourselves as a leader in developing 

bold, original work. And we continue 

to innovate through the Local Arts 

Stage, providing a platform for 

emerging local and regional artists 

and digital storytelling, seen both 

inside our theaters and projected  

onto our walls.

Now, we’re building on that legacy 

and engaging new audiences. 

Beyond traditional theater, we’re 

developing immersive experiences, 

interactive storytelling, and 

innovative content models 

inspired by gaming, streaming, 

and digital platforms. Our current 

projects include Winterlight, a 

groundbreaking theatrical experience 

blending live performance with 

stunning visual storytelling; 

Lumaria, an immersive installation 

Ignite  
artistic  
innovation
$3 MILLION

set to tour nationally to Wonder 

Museum locations in Chicago, 

Los Angeles, and Boston; and a 

full-length immersive production 

at and through our partnership 

with the Warner Theatre that will 

transport audiences to another 

world using 3-D projection graphics 

and animation. In addition, we 

are working with our education 

department to produce new 

programming designed to inspire 

and engage children across 

Connecticut and beyond.

THE INVESTMENT  

THAT FUELS GROWTH

These projects allow us to 

collaborate with Connecticut-based 

theaters, arts nonprofits, and a 

diverse range of artists while also 

attracting top creative talent from 

around the world. By producing 

select works, The Bushnell is not 

only shaping the future of live 

entertainment but also ensuring 

our long-term relevance. As we 

approach our 100th anniversary, 

we are embracing innovation to 

captivate new and diverse audiences 

while redefining the theater 

experience. By developing these 

revenue-generating productions, 

we’re securing The Bushnell’s 

financial future while staying at the 

forefront of creative innovation.
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TOMORROW TOGETHER

$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 

   $2M Inspire the next generation 

   » $3M Ignite artistic innovation 

   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 

   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 

   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH
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FROM VISION  
TO ACTION
• Lead with purpose.

•  Build community,  
not just buildings.

•  Be at the table— 
and help set it.

•  Put the arts at  
the center.

•  Leverage every dollar 
for impact.

“ A THRIVING ARTS 
DISTRICT doesn’t 
just benefit  
The Bushnell—
it TRANSFORMS 
our entire 
city. It creates 
energy, brings 
people together, 
supports local 
businesses, 
and reminds us 
that Hartford’s 
greatest strength 
is its creativity.”
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FROM VISION TO ACTION

For years, The Bushnell has 

played a key role in shaping the 

neighborhood around us—not just 

imagining what’s possible but driving 

real change. But today, we’re at a 

turning point. Major development 

is happening all around us. The 

question is no longer just what could 

this neighborhood become?—it’s 

who will shape what comes next?

The Bushnell must be more than 

an advocate. We must be an active 

participant. A thriving arts district 

doesn’t happen by accident, 

and we have a stake in ensuring 

Bushnell South evolves in a way that 

enhances our patron experience, 

strengthens our community, and 

drives economic impact. The arts 

belong at the center of Hartford’s 

future, and we intend to play a 

leading role in making that happen.

OUR ROLE MOVING FORWARD

We’re prepared to take on multiple 

roles in shaping this neighborhood’s 

development. We are visionaries, 

continuing to imagine what’s 

possible and ensuring that the arts 

remain a driving force behind urban 

growth. We are partners, working 

with developers, policymakers, 

and cultural organizations to bring 

a shared vision to life. And we are 

investors, strategically engaging in 

Fuel  
neighborhood  

growth
$5 MILLION
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projects that align with our mission 

and create long-term benefits  

for both The Bushnell and the 

broader community.

But leadership alone isn’t enough 

—this work requires resources. 

That’s why a portion of this 

campaign is dedicated to strategic 

investment capital for real estate 

development. This funding ensures 

that we’re not just offering ideas, 

but actively shaping Bushnell 

South’s transformation—leveraging 

opportunities, making smart 

investments, and securing  

The Bushnell’s role as a key  

player in Hartford’s growth.

THE INVESTMENT  

THAT FUELS GROWTH

With development decisions 

happening now, our moment is 

here. We’re ready to take the lead in 

ensuring Bushnell South becomes  

a dynamic, welcoming arts 

district—complete with bustling 

restaurants and diverse arts and 

entertainment offerings—that 

serves our audiences, our city,  

and generations to come.

TOMORROW TOGETHER

$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 

   $2M Inspire the next generation 

    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 

  » $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 

   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 

   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

PRESERVATION and PROGRESS  
go hand-in-hand. 

HONORING THE PAST,  
PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE
•  Protecting our legacy  

Maintain and restore our historic 
spaces with care and intention.

•  Preparing for what’s next  
Upgrade infrastructure and technology 
to meet modern production needs.

•  Welcoming everyone in  
Improve accessibility and comfort  
for every guest who walks through  
our doors.

PRESERVE AND TRANSFORM 

OUR CAMPUS

From the very beginning,  

The Bushnell was built to last— 

not just in structure, but in vision. 

It has never been static; it has 

grown, adapted, and evolved to  

meet the needs of each generation 

while staying true to its mission. 

From the very beginning, we’ve  

been ahead of our time. When 

Dotha Bushnell Hillyer built the 

theater in the late 1920s, the 

standard was a raked stage and  

a flat audience. She had the vision 

to reverse that convention, ensuring 

our audience had a raked view of  

a flat stage—a forward-thinking 

choice that would become the 

industry standard.

That same spirit of anticipation 

and innovation has guided us ever 

since. We don’t just maintain our 

historic home—we adapt it to meet 

the ever-changing needs of our 

artists, audiences, and community. 

Over the years, we’ve expanded 

and upgraded our campus to stay 

ahead of the curve. We built out 

and enhanced our stage house to 

accommodate large-scale productions 

like The Lion King and The Phantom 

of the Opera. We added the 

Belding Theater, recognizing that 

our community and resident arts 

organizations—like the Hartford 

Symphony Orchestra—needed a 

smaller venue with a stage that 

mirrored Mortensen Hall’s footprint.

Preserve  
and transform  

our campus
$10 MILLION
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Beyond structural enhancements, 

we have consistently invested in 

technology to keep The Bushnell 

competitive in an ever-evolving 

industry. Our state-of-the-art 

lighting, sound, and digital 

infrastructure have made us a 

destination for top-tier touring 

productions, while front-of-house 

upgrades—like Wi-Fi expansions 

and accessibility improvements—

have enhanced the experience for every 

visitor who walks through our doors.

THE INVESTMENT  

THAT FUELS GROWTH

As we approach our second 

century, we remain committed to 

that same balance of preservation 

and progress. Our $10 million 

capital investment will fund critical 

infrastructure updates—from stage 

improvements and sound systems 

to energy-efficient lighting and 

enhanced accessibility features 

—ensuring that The Bushnell 

continues to be a world-class venue 

for artists and audiences alike.

We have always embraced what’s 

next, anticipating the needs of 

the future while safeguarding the 

legacy of the past. With continued 

investment, The Bushnell will remain 

not just a historic landmark, but a 

dynamic, evolving space—ready for 

whatever the next century brings.

TOMORROW TOGETHER

$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 

  $2M Inspire the next generation 

   $3M Ignite artistic innovation 

  $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

» $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 

  $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 

  $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH
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The Bushnell has been a leader  
in arts-in-education for more than  
30 years—not just offering programs, 
but building them in partnership 
with the educators and communities 
we serve. From PARTNERS® to 
MusiQuest, we’ve helped teachers 
bring creativity and storytelling into 
classrooms in ways that inspire, 
engage, and transform student learning.

Now, we’re investing $2 million  
to take that work to the next level—
developing bold, scalable programs 
that combine content creation, 
educational technology, and 
performance. Projects like Warriors 
Don’t Cry have proven how powerful 
this model can be, and new  
works exploring the stories of the 
Tuskegee Airmen and Anne Frank 
will connect even more deeply to 
core curriculum in history, language 
arts, and social studies.

With tools like our Virtual Mentor 
platform and a focus on creative 
learning beyond the stage, we’re 
designing experiences that meet 
students where they are—and 
prepare them for what’s ahead. 
This investment allows us to try 
new things, expand our reach, and 
continue serving as a national leader 
in arts-integrated education.

Inspire the next 
generation
$2 MILLION in STRATEGIC INVESTMENT
$6 MILLION in ENDOWMENT
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In partnership with this investment 
in innovation, this campaign 
includes an additional $6 million for 
endowment which will permanently 
fund education programs, ensuring 
their sustainability. This $6 million, 
combined with the $19 million in 
unrestricted endowment funds, will 
add $25 million to The Bushnell’s 
endowment, enabling us to act 
boldly, knowing that our future is 
firmly rooted and sustainable.

THE INVESTMENT  
THAT FUELS GROWTH
Each dollar invested in The Bushnell’s 
education work unlocks a multiplier 
effect; it expands statewide programs, 
powers new digital learning tools, 
and brings more students into 
our theaters—and into lifelong 
relationships with the arts. The 
revenue, audiences, and community 
partnerships that grow out of these 
programs feed back into The 
Bushnell, creating a self-sustaining 
cycle of creativity, access, and future 
philanthropy that will carry us well 
into our next hundred years.

TOMORROW TOGETHER
$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 
  » $2M Inspire the next generation 
    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 
   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 
  » $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 
   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

The Bushnell’s endowment is our 
perpetual engine: it generates 
reliable, flexible income that 
lets us program boldly, weather 
economic shifts, and move quickly 
on new ideas. To keep that engine 
strong, we’re adding $19 million 
in unrestricted endowment—the 
cornerstone of this campaign. This 
isn’t just about preserving a theater. 
It’s about ensuring The Bushnell 
remains a place of possibility, 
creativity, and connection 
for generations to come. This 
unrestricted fund works in concert 
with two other campaign priorities:

•  $6 million in education-restricted 
endowment ensures our statewide 
learning programs can expand 
without drawing on annual 
operating funds.

•  $10 million for “Preserve and 
transform our campus” tackles 
roofs, HVAC, and other time-
sensitive capital projects now, 
so future endowment earnings 
stay focused on mission, not 
maintenance.

Ensuring  
The Bushnell’s  
future–for  
generations to come
$19 MILLION
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Together, these three investments 
build a self-sustaining financial 
model: the campus is sound, 
our signature education work is 
permanently funded, and the 
unrestricted endowment provides 
the breathing room to innovate,  
grow impact, and lead well into  
our next century.

THE INVESTMENT  
THAT FUELS GROWTH
Think of this $19 million—in 
conjunction with The Bushnell’s 
current endowment—as a forever 
battery. The principal sits tight while 
its earnings flow—season after 
season—straight into the ideas, 
artists, and initiatives that move us 
forward. It’s the financial bedrock 
that lets us say “yes” to innovation, 
pivot when opportunity knocks, and 
keep our promise to deliver world-
class experiences well past our 
100th birthday.

TOMORROW TOGETHER
$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 
   $2M Inspire the next generation 
    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 
   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 
   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 
  » $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

PRESERVE AND TRANSFORM 
OUR CAMPUS
From the very beginning,  
The Bushnell was built to last— 
not just in structure, but in vision. 
It has never been static; it has 
grown, adapted, and evolved to  
meet the needs of each generation 
while staying true to its mission. 
From the very beginning, we’ve  
been ahead of our time. When 
Dotha Bushnell Hillyer built the 
theater in the late 1920s, the 
standard was a raked stage and  
a flat audience. She had the vision 
to reverse that convention, ensuring 
our audience had a raked view of  
a flat stage—a forward-thinking 
choice that would become the 
industry standard.

That same spirit of anticipation 
and innovation has guided us ever 
since. We don’t just maintain our 
historic home—we adapt it to meet 
the ever-changing needs of our 
artists, audiences, and community. 
Over the years, we’ve expanded 
and upgraded our campus to stay 
ahead of the curve. We built out 
and enhanced our stage house to 
accommodate large-scale productions 
like The Lion King and The Phantom 
of the Opera. We added the 
Belding Theater, recognizing that 
our community and resident arts 
organizations—like the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra—needed a 
smaller venue with a stage that 
mirrored Mortensen Hall’s footprint.

Preserve  
and transform  
our campus
$10 MILLION
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Beyond structural enhancements, 
we have consistently invested in 
technology to keep The Bushnell 
competitive in an ever-evolving 
industry. Our state-of-the-art 
lighting, sound, and digital 
infrastructure have made us a 
destination for top-tier touring 
productions, while front-of-house 
upgrades—like Wi-Fi expansions 
and accessibility improvements—
have enhanced the experience for every 
visitor who walks through our doors.

THE INVESTMENT  
THAT FUELS GROWTH
As we approach our second 
century, we remain committed to 
that same balance of preservation 
and progress. Our $10 million 
capital investment will fund critical 
infrastructure updates—from stage 
improvements and sound systems 
to energy-efficient lighting and 
enhanced accessibility features 
—ensuring that The Bushnell 
continues to be a world-class venue 
for artists and audiences alike.

We have always embraced what’s 
next, anticipating the needs of 
the future while safeguarding the 
legacy of the past. With continued 
investment, The Bushnell will remain 
not just a historic landmark, but a 
dynamic, evolving space—ready for 
whatever the next century brings.

TOMORROW TOGETHER
$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 
  $2M Inspire the next generation 
   $3M Ignite artistic innovation 
  $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

» $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 
  $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 
  $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

A LEGACY OF PRODUCTION,  
A FUTURE OF POSSIBILITY
At The Bushnell, we don’t just 
present performances—we create 
them. For years, we’ve been a 
driving force in content development, 
bringing new works to life and 
shaping the future of theater. From 
co-producing the internationally 
acclaimed The Overcoat to investing 
in Broadway productions like 
An American in Paris and The 
Addams Family through Elephant 
Eye Theatrical and Five Cent 
Productions, we’ve established 
ourselves as a leader in developing 
bold, original work. And we continue 
to innovate through the Local Arts 
Stage, providing a platform for 
emerging local and regional artists 
and digital storytelling, seen both 
inside our theaters and projected  
onto our walls.

Now, we’re building on that legacy 
and engaging new audiences. 
Beyond traditional theater, we’re 
developing immersive experiences, 
interactive storytelling, and 
innovative content models 
inspired by gaming, streaming, 
and digital platforms. Our current 
projects include Winterlight, a 
groundbreaking theatrical experience 
blending live performance with 
stunning visual storytelling; 
Lumaria, an immersive installation 

Ignite  
artistic  
innovation
$3 MILLION

set to tour nationally to Wonder 
Museum locations in Chicago, 
Los Angeles, and Boston; and a 
full-length immersive production 
at and through our partnership 
with the Warner Theatre that will 
transport audiences to another 
world using 3-D projection graphics 
and animation. In addition, we 
are working with our education 
department to produce new 
programming designed to inspire 
and engage children across 
Connecticut and beyond.

THE INVESTMENT  
THAT FUELS GROWTH
These projects allow us to 
collaborate with Connecticut-based 
theaters, arts nonprofits, and a 
diverse range of artists while also 
attracting top creative talent from 
around the world. By producing 
select works, The Bushnell is not 
only shaping the future of live 
entertainment but also ensuring 
our long-term relevance. As we 
approach our 100th anniversary, 
we are embracing innovation to 
captivate new and diverse audiences 
while redefining the theater 
experience. By developing these 
revenue-generating productions, 
we’re securing The Bushnell’s 
financial future while staying at the 
forefront of creative innovation.
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TOMORROW TOGETHER
$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 
   $2M Inspire the next generation 
   » $3M Ignite artistic innovation 
   $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 
   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 
   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH

FROM VISION TO ACTION
For years, The Bushnell has 
played a key role in shaping the 
neighborhood around us—not just 
imagining what’s possible but driving 
real change. But today, we’re at a 
turning point. Major development 
is happening all around us. The 
question is no longer just what could 
this neighborhood become?—it’s 
who will shape what comes next?

The Bushnell must be more than 
an advocate. We must be an active 
participant. A thriving arts district 
doesn’t happen by accident, 
and we have a stake in ensuring 
Bushnell South evolves in a way that 
enhances our patron experience, 
strengthens our community, and 
drives economic impact. The arts 
belong at the center of Hartford’s 
future, and we intend to play a 
leading role in making that happen.

OUR ROLE MOVING FORWARD
We’re prepared to take on multiple 
roles in shaping this neighborhood’s 
development. We are visionaries, 
continuing to imagine what’s 
possible and ensuring that the arts 
remain a driving force behind urban 
growth. We are partners, working 
with developers, policymakers, 
and cultural organizations to bring 
a shared vision to life. And we are 
investors, strategically engaging in 

Fuel  
neighborhood  
growth
$5 MILLION
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projects that align with our mission 
and create long-term benefits  
for both The Bushnell and the 
broader community.

But leadership alone isn’t enough 
—this work requires resources. 
That’s why a portion of this 
campaign is dedicated to strategic 
investment capital for real estate 
development. This funding ensures 
that we’re not just offering ideas, 
but actively shaping Bushnell 
South’s transformation—leveraging 
opportunities, making smart 
investments, and securing  
The Bushnell’s role as a key  
player in Hartford’s growth.

THE INVESTMENT  
THAT FUELS GROWTH
With development decisions 
happening now, our moment is 
here. We’re ready to take the lead in 
ensuring Bushnell South becomes  
a dynamic, welcoming arts 
district—complete with bustling 
restaurants and diverse arts and 
entertainment offerings—that 
serves our audiences, our city,  
and generations to come.

TOMORROW TOGETHER
$45 MILLION

 $10M Investing in transformation 
   $2M Inspire the next generation 
    $3M Ignite artistic innovation 
  » $5M Fuel neighborhood growth

 $10M Preserve and transform our campus

 $25M Secure our future 
   $6M Restricted endowment: EDUCATION 
   $19M Unrestricted endowment: GROWTH
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